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Adapted Podcast (00:10):
Welcome to Adapted podcast, season six. Episode seven starts now.
Peter Möller (00:21):
I believe they have found cases that were easy to where the documentation was good because this was the first time they're going to, to select cases, so they're going through all cases.
Adapted Podcast (00:36):
This is a podcast that centers the voices of Korean intercountry adoptees adopted people are the true experts in adoption. I'm Kaomi Lee, and I was also adopted from Korea. Our voices are often silenced by adoption agencies, governments, sometimes our adoptive parents, and society that wants only a feel-good story. Our lives are more complicated than that. This is our Takeback. In this next episode, we'll hear from Peter Möller again. He's part of the leadership team at Danish, Korean Rights Group, and himself an adopted Korean and a Danish attorney Möller spoke with me from Seoul, where he and his team handed the last batch of case submissions to Korea's Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The government body agreed to start an investigation on Korean adoption. It's the first time that such a body in Korea has agreed to do so, and the news is being handled as truly historic by the D K R G and adopted Koreans worldwide. Here's Peter.
Peter Möller (01:44):
 my name is Peter Möller. I am 48 years old, and I I'm a co-founder of Danish, Korean Rights Group.
Adapted Podcast (01:55):
And what is your news?
Peter Möller (01:58):
The news is that last week the commission decided to initiate investigation into adoption from South Korea. And that is actually what we asked for. And it is the first time South Korea, or actually any country in the world, investigates adoptions from South Korea. So it's historical what happened to last week.
Adapted Podcast (02:24):
And how many cases did you submit in total?
Peter Möller (02:29):
The 9th of December, we submitted the last 28 cases, and altogether it is 334 cases.
Adapted Podcast (02:39):
Okay. And, and it's the Korean Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Can you tell us what does this commission, what is it, what is it tasked to do? The
Peter Möller (02:53):
Commission have been made to investigate human rights violations during that could be during the Japanese occupation, and it could also be during the, it is called the all authoritarian period, we would call it dictatorship. And it goes from 1910 to 1993. So things made by the Korean government that could be Mara, they could be wrongful imprisonment, other things, citizens, usually Korean citizens, they can make a complaint to the commission. And that is what we did.
Adapted Podcast (03:37):
And is it the first time adoptees had made such a complaint?
Peter Möller (03:44):
I think adoptees from from the Brothers Home case they have been submitting cases. And so this is this is the first big case, concentrating only on adoption.
Adapted Podcast (04:05):
 And I understand that the, the commission was actually set to sunset set to retire at the end of this year.
Peter Möller (04:16):
There's a law that only gives the commission three years a mandate. So the commission actually is a temporary commission. So the commission actually shuts down around this time here from ninth December 9th. And only cases that have been received by the commission before 9th of December will be investigated or will be looked at.
Adapted Podcast (04:45):
And so not only is it historic, it it's really by, you know, the 11th hour that this was approved.
Peter Möller (04:55):
Yes. we started in August. we have made four deliveries. So we started back in August 23rd of August was the first delivery. And then it was September thir 30th of September, and then again 15th of November. And now we are back here in in December. So we've made four deliveries, and actually we still receive emails from people. I think we have received more than 200 emails after the news of the commission was known by us and others.
Adapted Podcast (05:37):
Do you think that, that some people might have been encouraged for by the news and so then they they've come forward?
Peter Möller (05:44):
Yes, I think so. And also there's been a huge media coverage also of the, of the fact that the commission is going to initiate investigation. So think that has that, and also that people now believe, oh, it's going to be an investigation, but we are, we, we are very sorry. We can't help people when they write us, because now it's after December nine. So it's, we are, we are not able to put in more cases. So we write people at the moment that that we are sorry that they're too late. And a lot of attitudes, they get very angry with us. Mm-hmm. <affirmative> because they believe that we don't want to deliver the cases. the factors that the mandate of the, the commission run ran out December nine. It's a pity if you hoped that your case could be among the cases being investigated.
(06:46):
But there's a limit. So we came at the really, at the last day to ha be sure to have as many cases as possible. And the two representatives from the two other agencies Eastern and s Ws they were also there. So they have been inspired to make similar requests to the commission. So on the last day, they came with their own request Christopher for investigation. So hold cases, s Ws, and Eastern <inaudible>. We now have, all of us, we have an a request for for, to find the truth about adoption. So this is huge also.
Adapted Podcast (07:32):
So Peter sort of remind me what's, so once you made you know, D K R G made their initial submissions, then you got interest from some other groups from other countries who also Korean adoptees who represented or were placed by the two other adoption agencies that so far we're not covered in your, okay. Yes. So can we name the countries United States Sweden and Australia,
(08:10):
And they were they were submitted, those last cases were submitted on the 27th. And I mean on the December 9th did they, so they, did they sort of, they were kind of later, right? So did they have just a really short time and did Yes.
Peter Möller (08:27):
 so I, I wrote people from Eastern that has, that have people have sent requests to me from Eastern. I sent them to Australia where they were handled, and a request from cps, s Ws, k w s I sent them to Sweden to be handled.
Adapted Podcast (08:51):
And they can just join. They can officially just join your case, or are they making their own separate? They
Peter Möller (08:57):
Make, they are making independent cases. So now there is an independent case from cps slash s Ws, and and from Eastern. So they have we have sent the forms that we made and we had sent all the material so it was easier for them to make a case. So they had actually to copy paste, could copy paste our things and put in the re relevant things that dealt with s w s or with Eastern.
Adapted Podcast (09:37):
Okay. What is the significance of getting these other independent cases filed? Representing the other two agencies?
Peter Möller (09:48):
 because then we suddenly get the whole view from all four agencies. So we have requested to look at their role and the governments role into adoption. So now it's not only Holt s and KSS additives. Now it's even we found an ISS s at t so also this often forgotten adoption agency called, called ISS is also on board. So it's fantastic.
Adapted Podcast (10:24):
There, there was a fifth adoption agency Yes. Operating in Korea?
Peter Möller (10:28):
Yes. ISS it was operated by CPS / SWS We call it sws from now on. They were operated by s w s. So is s cases are now in the custody of s w s. So okay. It is more like a humanitarian organization. And the interesting thing is that for all four agencies, if we swapped documents then you wouldn't, you couldn't tell which adoption agency, especially Eastern Cases, they are so similar to Holt cases in the problems. we have stolen kits in Eastern cases, we have document the same kind of document fraud. so they are actually very, very similar all cases.
Adapted Podcast (11:30):
 and is it your understanding that that many of these agencies work together or they they shared processes?
Peter Möller (11:39):
They have definitely worked together. There's no question. They have worked together. The methods are one to one, same methods, orphan hojuks, standard forms in adoption, all the same bullshit documents made up documents, they're the same. So either the government of Korea has said, do exactly this, or they have learned from the bests, and that is probably either CPS or Holt, because they were the first one to be there. We also know that the founder of Eastern, he was actually a former Holt board member, I think it was. So they, they could also have learned it by stealing each other's <laugh> technology.
Adapted Podcast (12:34):
Okay. And I, I wanna remind listeners that Peter was on the podcast in an earlier episode this season. So you know, for more background information to, to please listen to that episode. Peter, so the, in these initial how many cases were initially being looked at by the commission?
Peter Möller (12:59):
 they start with with 34 cases now.
Adapted Podcast (13:02):
And of these 34 are they from that first batch that were submitted in August?
Peter Möller (13:10):
They are a mix between first and second batch. We can't really see there is any, it's not it's not about the dates. I can see that there's a good mix of countries. I think all countries represented in all the cases are in among the 34. And we can also see it's concentrated on the switched cases, cases about document fraud and cases about stolen kits. So that is the only thing we can see. There is some kind of theme through the, through cases, and we can see the, the people come from all over the world. So yeah, and we have actually talked to the investigators. also on the ninth, we were invited to come and say hello to the investigators also to say hello to the to the president. that was actually his last day at work, the 9th of December. So the president said that he was glad to meet us and he hoped that we would've come earlier because then the case would've been, he would've lost to finalize our our submissions.
Adapted Podcast (14:33):
So he expressed, actually expressed a little regret that he w would not be involved in, in this case.
Peter Möller (14:41):
Yes. He said that he has been he's always known about adapters. He's often talks to adapters. he mentioned a trip to Germany where, where he made a lot of Korean Arabs. So this area has always been of his interest. And when we sent the application, first application was very happy to see that around the world wanted an investigation.
Adapted Podcast (15:14):
What is your sense of what the investigators are like, the, the, the people that are actually going to carry out this investigation?
Peter Möller (15:21):
Oh, they are really serious people. they are same type as criminal investigators in Denmark extremely sharp. They notice everything. They actually understand everything which tell them about adoption. So if we mention a document a type of document, they know what we are talking about. if we describe a certain procedure, then they immediately understand what we are saying. So I think we were, we only had two minutes to talk with them before we thought, we thought these people, we can trust them 100%. And we are happy that our cases are in the hands of these
Adapted Podcast (16:11):
People. So they, they struck you as being very prosecutorial.
Peter Möller (16:15):
I said so the other people in the dk I, I've said the first time I've met people who are not working with adoption or, or adoptions themselves that actually understand what we are talking about. So that was really a pleasure. You didn't have to start all over to tell what adoption is all about. They knew everything. I think it was like they have read all our cases and they understood the different words. They, they knew what a switched at was when we talked about orphan hood jus they know, knew ex exactly what we are talking about, so you didn't have to explain things. So when we mentioned orphan huk orphan hood jus, or identity fraud they actually themselves mentioned, oh, switched or orphan hood. yeah. So it was very, felt really like a safe place to be with the
Adapted Podcast (17:19):
Case. So, and, and did the investigators themselves select the, the first batch?
Peter Möller (17:27):
Yes, I think they have the investigators have chosen the 34. I believe they have found cases that were easy to where the documentation was good because this was the first time they were going to, to select cases. So they're going through all cases and cases that are, they're where they, they're that are well documented, they start investigating those cases. So the procedure is actually quite bureaucratic. So they collect a group of cases, and then they go to the sub commission and say to the sub commission, we found these cases. and the sub commission gives them the okay to start the cases. So those four 34 cases they have been to the commission, and the next group of cases that would be the same procedure that they collect a number of cases, and then go to the sub commission and get an okay from the sub commission and then start investigation.
Adapted Podcast (18:34):
Okay. So the first 34 have already been to the sub commission and they have moved on? Yes. And it sounds like that's a Yes. Okay. And it sounds like that, like, as you said, they took the most kind of the initial batch or really representing the very clear cut cases of mm-hmm. <affirmative> and, and documenting cases of switch cases of kidnapping,
Peter Möller (19:03):
Kidnapping and document fraud. that means especially orphan [inaudible] we read the, in the, in the guardian journalists from the Guardian has has been talking to the members of the Commi sub commission, and they actually mentioned that in one case they have found proof of document fraud paper orphan. So people were made orphans on paper, even though they had parents. they also mentioned they had one case with where they have found switched identity, and they also say they have cases where they have found believe the adoptee to be stolen.
Adapted Podcast (19:55):
Peter. is it safe to say that the majority of adoptees sent abroad for adopt for adoption, were sent on these kind of orphan hojuks you know, made an orphan on paper?
Peter Möller (20:13):
Yes. I, I haven't found, I, I think we have three cases where you don't find an orphan ho ju that could be because the T has didn't get it when they applied for all the documents. They also, it could just been had disappeared. But I will say in 98% of the times, documents have been sent on the or hoja. That's also why we while we're waiting for the next group of adapters, I've made a small game on the, on the Danish organization page, actually to find their orphan hood and find the description of their parents in the document. So hold <inaudible>, they have this initial background paper ores confidential, and in the bottom of this document, you can see description on how Holt received you. So if it says that you were handed in by Onward mother and you have an orphan huk, then something is wrong. Often the editor says from Holt, after 1985, they have an independent document actually describing the parents in details. So it's anonymous, and then all the parents are described in details. So if you have an orhan hood hok and this description, something is very wrong because you can not have parents and be orphan at the same time.
Adapted Podcast (21:48):
And why were we made orphans?
Peter Möller (21:52):
We can see from some of the documents that especially the Americans wondered orphans. So in the procedure, it was made clear that clear that it should be abandoned or often orphans to be sent out. So I think it felt better for a parent, adoptive parent that they knew that they did something good. We saved some children. So the narrative we saved children by adoption. Something also seems like the narrative about adoption is not 100% correct. So of course, Korea was undeveloped country in the 1950s, 60 and seventies compared to United States or European countries. But I've read a lot of background history from other orphanages. There's an or there's a Catholic orphanage. They write that in the beginning of their description of the seventies was that in the beginning of the seventies, there was a lack of children, and they describe that the Korean society has become more rich and people could take care of the children, and also that less children were born.
(23:23):
So they described that in 19 74, 19 75, the problem was so deep that the government at that time said that all orphanages with less than 30 children under the age of 18 years, they had to close down. And this happened in 1975. There was an an order to close down because of lack of children. And that doesn't fit with the Holt narrative, that all the orphanages were filled. There were so many children, and all the orphanages were filled with poor starving children. If you ask other orphanages, that was not the truth because they needed children. The last one I read about was that this Catholic orphanage, and they got permission to wait five years until the last orphan was 18 years old, and then they closed down in 1980. so the stories from the nont orphanages are really different from Holt orphanages and the Holt narrative,
Adapted Podcast (24:44):
And I have to research this, like I do think the United States actually had it. It, it was a, it was a law in order for Americans to adopt, for children from abroad, from foreign children, that they had to be orphans. So I think that also kind of dictates, it's like the customer sort of has this thing they're looking for. And so it's almost as yes as if the adoption agencies in Korea just you know, manipulated the records so that they had they had the product that the, you know, that the customer wanted.
Peter Möller (25:28):
But, but the exciting thing is that since we talked to each other last time that is actually that we have found documentation where the agency, the agency say we used, in fact, we used F standard forms. So we have inviting from the kss that they used standard forms that automatically changed the background history of the child and also made them orphans on paper. So the whole procedure was actually made to make all editors orphans. That was a part of the procedure and the standard forms. And if, if you if you actually look at the documents and you look at, you can actually see it as standard forms.
Adapted Podcast (26:17):
And do you think that I, I mean, I don't know if you have found any evidence to show that the agencies knew they were doing something potentially illegal or a violation, or that they just thought it was okay to do, or that, you know, these adoptees will never come back. So what does it matter?
Peter Möller (26:38):
We have in writing where they where they state that that they did something wrong. We have also have the words take hold. We have confirmation from the director of the Danish adoption agency that talked withhold that they knew about the Doppler archives. The question is, when did they get this knowledge about double archives? Both agencies hold and kss, we know, and we have confirmation and documentation that on double archives, and that they knew that something was wrong. You don't make a double archive just for, because they had some space left over, they make and double archive to be fraudulent about the background of adapters. So they have done a lot of efforts to both have the false documents, but also to keep the, the real and the true information.
Adapted Podcast (27:42):
Okay. So yeah, what you're describing does suggest an attempt to cover
Peter Möller (27:50):
Yeah. Something very interesting with, especially Holt is like people who are old enough to remember history Holt is like the STARI or the kgb. They actually keep all information. I don't know if it's a, it's a something from from the dictator area. Era, but they actually keep information and store a lot of information. So the first thing I had about hold is that, oh my God, it is exactly like the Stai. When the Stai archives opened, or, you know, after the fall of the wall or the look, you've got an insight into the Ktb archives. They are exactly like Stai and the Ktb during the communist dictatorship in what we know from from Europe.
Adapted Podcast (28:39):
You let's sort of like this meticulous documentation or just that it doesn't throw anything away.
Peter Möller (28:45):
Yes. And they even do it today. So I, I met the whole president since we talked last time, and she was very angry with me. And my case file has grown from five sheets of paper to like, I would say maybe five, eight centimeters of documents now. So and they told, they were really researching everything about me and put that in my, into my adoption file. So they actually also work like the STARI or the kgb, what we, that is the best thing I can compare because it is not so often that you see organizations working in this way. So definitely it is not to to say, say something bad about it. It's just the best description I can make. It's the kgb the company Stai that is something like that.
Adapted Podcast (29:43):
Well, you know, Peter, you said that you, you, you, you hadn't initiated an inquiry into your No. Searching for your biological parents. And so when you met with the, the current c e o what is,
Peter Möller (29:57):
I don't know that she wouldn't given my name, her name? No, no, no. She, she wouldn't give me
(30:02):

(30:02):
Her name, but she said that when she was the president, actually, all the five people who tried to threaten me to stop the case, they were whole people. They didn't want to pres give the names and present them, but they showed my case that was because they want to they want to scare me to
Adapted Podcast (30:21):
Oh, why did they do that, do you think? Did they thought that, you mean to say that we're going to do something to your file or that
Peter Möller (30:28):
They No, we're going to do something to you if you don't stop this case.
Adapted Podcast (30:33):
Oh, just mean that they had a thick folder on your activities And who you were. Yeah. When did this happen?
Peter Möller (30:41):
A month ago, I believe, or something.
Adapted Podcast (30:43):
Wow. mm-hmm. <affirmative>. So the, the cases that so when you were describing before the fact of this orphan hoja made orphans on paper mm-hmm. <affirmative> from a legal perspective, why is that a problem? Why could, is that a criminal offense?
Peter Möller (31:05):
Yes, it is. People, all people have the right to know their background. If your background is manipulated or changed, that is a crime. So especially in adoption, the, the adoption law at that time, Korean adoption law at that time, article 54 states that the adoption agencies, they have an obligation to protect the full identity of the orphan of the of the child. So changing that small things in an identity names, age background information, information about parents and so on, that's one of the d they are all individually illegal actions to do under human rights, but also under Korean law, if you take, if you take the, the right of the child, again, article seven and eight, it's defined what, what background information is, is important for the child to know. The child's right to know. It's a written that is also the name, the age, information about parents and so on. So if you change
Adapted Podcast (31:05):

Peter Möller (32:15):
Anything of the, a written of the child, that is a violation in itself according to human rights. Okay. But also according to Korean law, adoption law at that time, green adoption law is from in 1966. And it says clearly that the, the institutions, they have a obligation to, to preserve the identity of the child.
Adapted Podcast (32:40):
And is that true, even in cases where it's documented that the birth parent abandoned the child or relinquish the child, that it is still illegal and wrong to an in criminal? Just
Peter Möller (32:58):
They, they should say yes. Exactly. They should just say was handed in by a child by a, by a single mother, or what they what they write in the documents and then don't make the [inaudible]. What is wrong to be, to be handed in from single parent, just write this. The problem is that they changed the history. So this is, we don't know anything about the parent. Mm-hmm. In fact, we don't know if the child has a parent and then they make these or orphan ho jokes. That's the criminal part of this. And they, in the, in the bad cases we have seen, and maybe there are more of those, but we have noticed that some Arabs actually have been registered by their biological family before they were handed in or abandoned, or what the background story is. So we actually have, with two family registers, the original register made by the parents, biological parents, and the fake HOK made by adoption agencies.
Adapted Podcast (34:17):
So they had two ho they have two.
Peter Möller (34:19):
Yes. And okay, I haven't had the time for it, but one of my yet, but one of my dreams is actually to go into a Truman Center together with one of those, these adapters and ask at this Truman Center Citizen Center, could I please have the information on this one and give them the orhan hood joke, and then being told you don't exist these documents there's no documents. And then say, okay, wait a minute, what about this one? And then find the whole family history. That's one of my big dreams. I have four editors that I would like to ask if they would like, when they, if they come to Korea, that's a problem that they don't, they live abroad. If they come to Korea one day, I would love to go with them into a Cuban center and make this thing here just to really show how ridiculous this have been made.
Adapted Podcast (35:16):
And I know, like in my case I don't appear to be birth registered. I did check with at what I thought is a city or yeah. Municipal office, and they could not find someone with my Korean name that I believe is my Korean name. Anyway, the name that was supplied at the time of my adoption could not find anyone with that name born the year I was born. In fact, the, the next, per the next person with that name was like from the nineties.
Peter Möller (35:51):
That is a, that's a problem.
Adapted Podcast (35:53):
And, and so by law, I believe I should have been registered. Is that not correct?
Peter Möller (35:58):
You should, you should have been registered after the first 30 days of from being born. well, I've asked in Korea how if people did this they actually did do this in the beginning. It started in 1960s, late 1960s with this with these things here, it was they, they had to know how to do it. But in definitely in the seventies, 1970s 100% sure that people did this. But again, was it, is it then the correct name? We can see hold and cases they cheat with the date of birth also, and the names. So date of birth, they cheat with using the solar calendar and the Mooner calendar. so they switched the dates in these two systems. And also the names can be made up.
Adapted Podcast (37:04):
And so if you were, let's say you came into the under the you know, an adoption agency, you came under their care, for lack of better word, and you had not been registered, birth registered, it was their duty under law to have registered you. Yes.
Peter Möller (37:24):
 that is one of the problems. I think this, I can see one of the first thing they do is actually to make this hok. And the huk is a little bit technical, this thing here, but the hoja actually erases everything before that. So it isolates the hoja. Often Hoja isolates the person who gets this huk. So then you suddenly don't have any family, don't, then you don't have any relation. Actually, you are whole other person when you get this hoja. So the interesting thing is, is actually to see that, to see these adapts having different documents, different legal personas.
Adapted Podcast (38:13):
So it's, it's really, these private agencies are, these private companies are, you know, playing God.
Peter Möller (38:19):
Exactly. Exactly. And it seems like I could just take any child in the street, take them into a Truman Center, just make a whole other document on him, on him, and then he would be erased. So when we come today with our Ork, we actually come with a product that isolates us from Korean society. It is made up to isolate us. That's why we don't get far with these documents. because it's a small, isolated islands.
Adapted Podcast (38:55):
The purpose was to sever us from Korea and exactly our, our, our roots and, and, and disappear our identities.
Peter Möller (39:08):
Exactly.
Adapted Podcast (39:10):
How did it feel when you submitted the last cases? Or let me let me backtrack. How, how did you get the notification that the cases were accepted by the commission?
Peter Möller (39:28):
Oh, that was I was actually printing the last cases, and then Punyang came in. the commission has called Punyang and said that they start investigation. So <laugh>. Yeah. And that was really, really, really pun
Adapted Podcast (39:47):
Pun.
Peter Möller (39:48):
I said they have started. I I thought they were starting. I knew that they were, the commission would have a meeting one week later. So they actually started cases before that we ex knew about it or expected these cases to start. so so that was, I, I think that was Wednesday. It, I don't only think it was, I know it was Wednesday last week because I will never forget the date. So <laugh>, so just amazing.
Adapted Podcast (40:21):
Yeah. What did, did, did you must have both just screamed or what was your reaction? Just shock
Peter Möller (40:29):
 Extreme. I was just so happy. first thing I thought about was to tell the Arabs that we have an adoption commission. So I called, the first thing I did was to call the TRC group in in our organization. Peter was too busy because he he worked Peter Knutsen so got only only I got in contact with Jane. And she was so overwhelming, happy also.
Adapted Podcast (41:05):
 So and it's Jane, how do you say her last name? Maddo?
Peter Möller (41:10):
 Mejdahl
Adapted Podcast (41:11):
My-dale
Peter Möller (41:14):
My, so he, she's just doing really, really fantastic job. She uses all her time for this case here. So I think most of us has this we were really relieved that the time we have spent on this case here was actually, it was actually, it meant something that we have used this time. And then we actually got what we worked for to get an an investigation and a commission into adoption. That was our big hope. And then to, to hear that what we've been working for actually we succeeded and this is very happy. And then actually on the same date also, we were told that Mr. Kim Song Ju's law, bill that gives, adoptees the right to own documents, that it was voted through the health and welfare Commission was also a big joy. So
Adapted Podcast (42:20):
And can you talk about that law? Does, has it been made law or does it go up now in front of the full parliament, or what
Peter Möller (42:28):
Happens? The law, all the negotiations and the law has been going through the Committee of Health and Welfare, and it's here, it has, it has been negotiated and and now it has passed. It's passed. The no has passed by the commission committee, and it is to be formally voted through parliament and also to undergo this law control that the law is actually okay according to, you know, constitution and all other things. So now it's only the technical part.
Adapted Podcast (43:09):
Okay. So, okay. So it has been approved or not yet by the, by the commission by the committee. It has been approved by the committee committee. And we have been told by Mr. Kim [inaudible] that there is a majority in parliament to vote this law bill
(43:28):
Willing to vote for it. So, okay, so it's not yet law yet, but the, he thinks the votes
Peter Möller (43:34):
Are there. Yes. And he apologized that the process was, was so slow, so he said, oh, no, no, we don't, apo don't say that, because we are just happy that the law is going to come down. So but he was very last time he saw him he said he was sorry that the law that took so long time to be, to be passed, but he believed that relax, the law is going to come, is just a question of when. So that's very good.
Adapted Podcast (44:09):
Okay. Okay. And what are the key points that you are asking the Truth Commission to do? Is it to could you go over those again? Yes.
Peter Möller (44:24):
We, we have we actually have 50, we have identified 56 types of violation. and they, these violations are, are described in our two main documents. so, and, and, and one violation that is, that could be, you know, document fraud about hood jus it could be stolen children it could be sexual abuse. so all these cases all these violations are mentioned in in the main document.
Adapted Podcast (45:06):
In the first cases that were taken were there any, there were none about sexual abuse cases, is that correct?
Peter Möller (45:15):
No, it's something very interesting happened in the beginning, actually 51 cases. it was very much concentrated about paper fraud, document fraud. But already in the second submission, the type of cases actually changed. I can see in the last four months when I've been working with this case, actually the type of what we are dealing with here has been changed. Really, really been changed. So we are talking, we, we believe there have been some kind of network within, especially hold where they have sent children out to pedophiles. So they have either been the network or been a part of the network giving, sending out children to to pedophiles. And we have asked the commission actually specific to look into hold because we believe, strongly believe they either was the network or is the network because it still exists or was a part, or is a part of a pedophile network.
(46:37):
 you, the cases with sexual abuse from hold is so significant that it can't be other things than that. also statistically it shows this also something very, very interesting is that a whole other investigation that is in the Human Rights Commission. So we have the TSE Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and then you have the Korean Human Rights Commission. They have had a study on co adoption from Korea. In fact, it's, it is now the world's biggest study on s from Korea. And we've talked to the scholars from this and asked them if they also have heard about sexual abuse, and they have had the same significant amount of adapts with sexual abuse. So it is not only us who see this special thing about adoption independently from other side, it has been, they have noticed the same thing. And this report from the study is going to be out, I think within a month or so. So people can read it themselves. So
Adapted Podcast (48:02):
And this is the, the survey, the Korean Human Rights Commission on the survey.
Peter Möller (48:06):
They actually started before we started our case. They started to interview at <inaudible>. And they have also made a survey where they have asked some questions to, and this is really, really, really important, this survey they make, cuz adoption from South Korea has never been researched like this in such a huge number. I think the last survey, real survey, I think that was the book made by Coru, where were had 10 adoption cases. They described 10 adoption cases with the violation. They actually do some of the same things. And this co-wrote book with the 10 cases, and this study just in bigger scale, I think it's more than 500 adapters that have participated in the study. This is really, really fantastic. So interesting thing, what I'm, I haven't read the survey or read the study full study yet.
(49:19):
 I've heard it's around 500 pages of knowledge of about adoption from South Korea. So I'm looking forward to read it, but I've heard that they actually find some of the same things that we do. So we, it feels nice to have submitted cases and then find out there's a study showing exactly what our complaints are about. So when we talk about sexual abuse, and it must feel good for the s around the world that have been sexually abused, that have brave s coming forward saying, I was abused. And we put this in as an independent part of our submission to the, to the commission and an independent group of scholars, some of the best scholars leading scholars within adoption mm-hmm. <affirmative> in Korea. They actually come to the same conclusion that sexual abuse is a significant part of adoption. And, but the question is why? And that's why we asked the commission. Were there, is there, was there, is there a, a sexual abuse network within hope?
Adapted Podcast (50:41):
No devil's advocate. Someone might say, well, we didn't know this person was going to commit this crime was going to abuse a child. what culpability should there be? Or is there on either the adoption agency or, you know, the Korean state
Peter Möller (51:05):
In, in when it comes to sexual abuse?
Adapted Podcast (51:08):
When a child is you know, sexually abused after it's a after the child's adoption and sexually abused within its their adoptive family is there culpability by, from, by the state?
Peter Möller (51:24):
At i, I would say the part of the adoption procedure is actually after the adoption had been finalized that this, the government and the adoption agency at that time, they had to check, make a checkup on the child. They had to check up is, has the child been placed the right place in good warm hands of a, of a family? They, they, by law, they have this obligation to do this and also in the matching process. So it tells a lot about the quality of the matching, I would say. And it tells a lot about the quality of this post adoption service part. That is actually the, the post adoption service part is to make sure that the adoptee has been placed at the right place in the right place. And it's, yeah, because this was not to find a good place for children. This was about money. So the matching process was sloppy and we can, we have found documentation that matching never took, actually happened to place. Yes. And so I think, I believe it's only a percentage of of the autopsies that have, where parents have actually been screened.
Adapted Podcast (53:13):
Thank you, Peter, for your tireless work and to all the members of the D K R G and sister movements taking place in Australia, Sweden, Norway, and the Netherlands, and to the hundreds of adoptees who have courageously submitted their cases. Well done. Next week I'll have a special part two of this conversation. Please stay tuned. Thanks. Also goes to Jay Gin for our theme music. For more, go to jay gin music.com. Lastly, thank you to all of our patron supporters. You help keep this podcast running each month. If you'd like to join them, go to patreon.com/adapted podcast. And together we have successfully gotten two articles written about this podcast in Korean media. Again, I couldn't have done it without you. Until next time, take care.
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